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PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICING

(Mr. MURPHY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans purchase 68 percent more prescrip-
tion drugs today than they did just 10
years ago, and at the same time, retail
prescription prices have risen three
times the rate of inflation.

How can people afford the medication
they need? Some propose price con-
trols, others want the government to
pay, but let us also give the power to
the patient. Whether we are buying
groceries or clothes or cars or even air-
line tickets, when consumers can com-
pare prices they can drive those prices
down. Why not do the same for pre-
scription drugs?

Today, many State governments are
setting up Web sites for consumers to
compare drug prices in their area.
These Internet sites help patients to
shop smarter and get more affordable
choices. One study found that Web
sites offering drug comparisons can
save patients as much as 40 percent.
Congress should support public-private
partnerships for sharing online infor-
mation to help lower these costs for
consumers. I urge my colleagues to
learn more about how informed con-
sumers can lower their costs on pre-
scription drugs by visiting my Web site
at murphy.house.gov.

———

RECORD TRADE DEFICIT

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, well,
the Bush administration set yet an-
other record yesterday. Congratula-
tions to the Bush administration. We
set the highest 1-month trade deficit in
the history of the United States,
eclipsing the highest deficit figure pre-
vious record which was set last month.

We are headed toward a $718 billion
trade deficit this year. We are bor-
rowing $2 billion a day from people
overseas to buy things made overseas
that used to be made here, and they
keep standing up on that side of the
aisle and saying what is wrong with
Americans, can’t they see the economy
is booming? Yes, it is booming, we are
borrowing money overseas to buy
goods overseas, and that makes it look
like a booming economy while people
are losing their jobs here in America, 3
million manufacturing jobs left, and
these trade policies are driving down
wages in this country.

That is their idea of a successful
economy, because the CEOs and a few
investors are doing really well. It is a
disaster. No more record trade deficits.
We need a new trade policy for this
country.
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HONORING RALPH H. BAER

(Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to Ralph H. Baer of Man-
chester, New Hampshire who has re-
cently been named the recipient of the
National Medal of Technology. Mr.
Baer has achieved great success, and
his home State is extremely proud of
him.

Mr. Baer left Nazi Germany with his
family at the age of 14, and moved to
Manchester in 1955 to work as a chief
engineer with Transitron, Incor-
porated. He later joined Sanders Asso-
ciates as a staff engineer to manage
the equipment design division. Since
1975, he has successfully owned and op-
erated R.H. Baer Consultants.

The National Medal of Technology
has been bestowed by the President
since 1985 as the Nation’s highest
award for innovation. The award was
mandated by Congress in 1980 to recog-
nize the significant contributions that
America’s leading innovators have
made to the Nation’s economic
strength and standard of living. The
National Medal of Technology laure-
ates are also recognized for innovation
that has revolutionized communica-
tion, education, entertainment, medi-
cine, and transportation.

I applaud Mr. Baer for his creativity
and the risks he took in his career.
Technological innovations like those
developed by Mr. Baer have allowed the
United States to continue to break
down the barriers to scientific advance-
ment. I am honored to recognize his
contributions to science and our Na-
tion.

———

TRADE POLICY

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FOLEY. Madam Speaker, I en-
joyed my colleague’s tirade on trade.
He says there is too much coming in,
but they consistently vote against any
going out. They do not assist us in the
trade policy that will bring balance to
trade.

What have we done positively? Let us
talk a little bit about the economy.
GDP is up. The stock market is near-
ing 11,000. Not since 9/11 have we seen
such a robust economy. Consumer con-
fidence is up. Gas prices are subsiding.
Unemployment in Florida and the Na-
tion is the lowest it has been in dec-
ades; and the Nation is at an all-time
high in prosperity index. We have had
job creation; and, yes, we have had tax
relief, giving people their own money
back to spend in their communities.
That is leadership.

If you listen to the other side of the
aisle, it is a pity party, it is pessimism,
it is negativity, and it seems to spawn
itself to a defeatist attitude whether it
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is about the war in Iraq, or the health
of our economy. We have got a lot to
boast about, and I think it is impor-
tant that national leaders stand up and
talk about the great things that are
happening in this country. I applaud
what we have done. Reflective in the
numbers we have shown leadership, the
Nation is stronger than ever, our econ-
omy is better than ever, and I think we
all ought to wish people a Merry
Christmas as we head into a prosperous
season.

——————

RECOGNIZING MAGNET AMERICA

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a wonderful family-
owned business headquartered in the
heart of North Carolina’s Fifth Con-
gressional District.

Magnet America based in King,
North Carolina is the original creator
of the yellow Support Our Troops rib-
bon car magnets. All of their products
are made in the U.S.A., and all of their
employees are true American patriots.

This company is exceptional because
it serves as a fund-raising tool to help
the families of our troops and to send
care packages to those serving over-
seas. The company has had an amazing
success story. Dwain Guillion first
made the ribbon magnets to sell at his
family’s Christian bookstore. The idea
took off when he sent a box of 50
magnets to a national convention of
Vietnam veterans. Within weeks, he
was getting orders from all over the
country. By 2004, his company had 150
employees and was shipping more than
100,000 magnets per week.

It is unfortunate that Chinese
knockoffs of their designs are having a
negative impact on Magnet America’s
business. It is my hope that people will

visit www.magnetamerica.com and
support this great American company.
———
IRAQ’S PARLIAMENTARY
ELECTIONS

(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in support of the Iraqi peo-
ple. Today, millions of people in Iraq
are headed to the polls to cast their
vote for a free and open society. This
vote stands directly in opposition to
the prior government which was predi-
cated on terror and fear, and ruled by
the iron fist of one of the world’s most
vicious dictators. This is the most pow-
erful blow to the terrorists and
rejectionist elements of the Iraqi in-
surgency to date. Iraqis are deter-
mining their own destination, their
own destiny, and by doing so they have
reached an important benchmark draw-
ing the U.S. closer to victory and re-
ducing American presence in Iraq. To-
day’s parliamentary elections in Iraq
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